
Mission Catholique

Dear Katja and Felix Bruhin

It is our joy to send these few words to you today, to find out how you
are doing. How are you and your colleagues? I hope and pray that you all are
doing great as we are here in Mayo-Darle.

Mayo-Darle is in the ecclesiastical province of Garoua and in the
diocese of Ngaoundere. We the Tertiary Sisters Francis have been serving in
this diocese for 29 years. It is a small town with a hand fulI of inhabitants.
We serve the population of this area dominantly of Moslem belief and
practices, in the health centre; helping them to learn how to treat their people
in hospital or health centers because it is not their practice. It is not an easy
task but we try to do what we can to convince them, and for this number of
years, we have seen great improvement in their behaviors.

As you can read in the report included in here, a lot is being done. We
are struggling with the little we have and with the generosity of some good
people. May God bless them and reward them. With God's help and will,
with the local contribution and with some other generous people we shall
achieve and succeed to truly help the people of Mayo-Darle; especially the
children who are the future of any sociefy.

Extend my greetings to all, especially your family and friends. Our
community has been affected some transfers. You will see three new faces
when you come. Now our community is made up of; Sr. Solange, Matron in
the health center, Sr. Fabiola Ndze, Superior of the community, Sr. Bernard
Ngum, Sr. Scholastica, Directress of the Primary School, and Sr. Evelyn
Njwenj whom you know.

Greetings to Adrian Gmur.

With best regards,
Sr. Evelyn

g"'llt"t*3
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A REPORT OF TITE ACTIVITIES OF- TIIE CATIIOLIC HEALTTI
CE^ITER MAYO-DARLE FOR THE YEAR 2OO7

PIIESEIVTATIOIJ OF TTTE HEALTH CE]VTRE I]V TIIE TIEALTTI
AREA

1)  l l lS lOl {Y Ot '  
' l  

I Ih  l  lEAl . ' f l l  C l lNTI t l l
l 'hc cati-rolic health ccntre is operating in the health area o1'Mayo-Darle. lt u'as startcd
at thc tin mine al koLrcl.ja about 8km alva.v fiom the prescnl site. by the charitl
reverencl sisters in thc late 1940s. Sistcr Eileen rvas the nurse and Sistcr Anr-r Marie l .e
Itail was tcachir-rg honre crali to \vomen. l-l-re sisters were giving tlcatlleltt to
Clhristian sisters and others in the other miners in their convent. Later. the tniucrs
plcac-lccl to tl-rc sisters to lake the clispensary to a riore acccssible place since thc
couvcnt \\ 'as a private place and very much inaccessible to t l i trct 's.

In thc late 1960 and earl1 1970 the miners n'ere closcd up and as thc pcople u'ere
clisscrting the arca" tl-re clispcnsar)' was almost closir-rg r-rp. At this tin-rc. tw'o
volunteers. Maric 

' fherese 
and Colette (Volontaire du Progress I lr .rmanitaire) catnc to

n'orl i  in the cl ispcnsarr ' . ' fhe bishop of Ngaoundcrc macle a cal l  lbr any rel igious
grollp to cor-nc and tale ovcr the runuing of the ccntre .

In 1976.1hc dispensürv wils transf-errcd to'I ihet. a cluartcr in the Mayo-l)arlc
r,iilagc using a rcnted clepartrlcnl erbout 300m liom 1l-re present site . 

'l 'he 
tn'o

volunlect 's u'ere st i l l lhe main personncl running the centrc. In 1979, thcy'construolcd
a structurc ir-r the prcsent site made up o1'a f'er.r'rooms. l'he Franciscan Sisters took
ovcr thc ntanagclncnt of the clispcnsarl,the samc vear.iust belbre transfcrring to thc

ltr(,.sr)nt silc r^,'itlr Sisttl: C-labriella a,s the pioneer Irranciscan tr:iatron. \.4ari,: I'herc:;':
ancl Colctte rvorkecl u' i lh hcr. iust for a short rvholc before lcaving.

[- lp to clatc. the cl ispcnsarl ' l -ras hacl scl 'cral matrons al icl Sister ( iabriel la. Sister'
I taphaela. Sister Cisela. Sister'  ( icrtrr-rde. Sislcr Candicla. Sistcr Mathi lcla. Sister
l{Lrphitra" Sistcr Felicitas. Sistcr [r lecta. Sister l imil ia. aucl Prcscutly Sistcr Solar.rge.
Non'the centre has grou'n liom clne building to three blocks rvith a bed capacity o1-
42. lt has an outpatient dcpartrncnt. ancl an in paticnl departrnenl. It also has a lhird
builcling r,r'ilh private l'oonls. dentistrr,. and a launclry. 1'hc ccnter has pit latriues. a
good rvel l .  a pipc born r,rater ancla solar electl ici t ,v given b1'the mission. 1'herc is also
a kitcl-rcn 1br tl-re paticnts. ancl a small storagc roorn 1br assorlecl things rvhish is
attachecl to thc in paticnl cleparttnent.

2)  
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i l r  ACl  IVI ' l  IES OIr  f l l l r  I IHAl . ' f l l  CI rN t  I { l r
' l 'he 

health ccuter can' ies orr intcgrated activit icsl curativc. pt 'cvcrt l ivc. pr() l lot ivc. and
rehabil i tat ive. and a maternitv.



tJnclcr tl-ie curaliVe activitics. consultation aucl äcltnissiou" atlcl treittt"t"lctlt of

pat ic ' ts arc carr iecl  out u, i th eln a\cr i lgc uttmber o1-about 2000 cor-rsLr l tat ions'  500

liclmissions. ancl 200 deliveries per Year. As prcvct-ttivc activities' rl 'c clo carr)' ollt

i11i1rt  uel lerrc cl in ics ( lWC). ante r iatal  c l ip ics (ANC)'  We also do prcycnt iot l  o1'

pother to chi lc i  t ranst l ission ( l 'Nl  lC' l )  o1'HIV clur ing ANCI'  A coLtnsclor has bcct- t

trainecl lbr this purpose. ancl the activit-v is being w'cll implar"rtecl with an average

t-rumber o1.854 clients coLrnselecl 0n HIV/AIDS and avcrage nutnber of \vomcn w{ro

i .rce cpt to ( lo thc tcst.

[J'cjcr the proprotir,e actir.,itics rve clo give l-realtl 'r educalion. weighir-rg o1'chilclren

ancl givc Vitanr in A sul tplcnlcnts.  lu thc rehabi l i t .at ivc act iv i l .v 
"vc 

clo l raining of

p.uft .  o '  k ' i t t i . rg.  labr l .ot iuu ol 'soap. breacl.  ouo. aucl  t l thcrs '  Wc gctrcr. l l '  r 'e1t ' r

ph.vsiotherapv cascs to SAJO(lA l lafut '

i )  OSJt rc  f tVE p t -AN ' l 'O  
t l l r  ACI I I ITVtTD lN 1 ' l l l r  20070LJR l )L -AN | 'OR l ' l l lS

YT]AI {  IS ' fO ACI ] I I IV I ] ' f I IE  ITOLI -OWING I I i  POSSIBLTI :

t fhe pr.u'chase of a pon'e rlul generator

n 
-l 'he 

pr-rrchase of a sprall clril l ing tnachine fbr tooth lil l ing

* Iltrf ing o1'an ultrasor-tucl ul:tchiue

* I riining o1'a stal'f on hon to Lls.. thc ultrasor'tncl machinc

'i ' Recrttitmcnt ol'a mcciical cloctor
.l ' l 'he 

purchasc ol'a D&C aspirator 1or dilatatior-r ancl cltrettage

n I{epairs gf cliulages in the liealtl-r cclltre ancl stal'l-cluarter

* l{cuovatiotl ancl equipping of cloctor's rcsidence

* IluYing a ne\\i comPuter machiue
.l fhe purchzrsc ot'material lbr bcd sheets ancl prOlection o1'nlattresses

'1" ('oustrltciion of'a smali tircatcr roolrl

+ )  WI  lA  I  I  l ; \S  l l l r l :N  ACI  l l l rV l r l )  SO I rA I {  IN  2007

'/ D&Cl aspirator has bccn bought
'/ Ilccl sheet tlatcrial has been boLrght
'/ N4attrcsscs have bccn covet'ed
,/ Woocl fbr repairs har''c bcen bouglit
,/ Some repairi 6ar,,e becl clone in the hcaltir ccntre ancl the stal'('qLrartcr

\/ A portablc gcllcrator has beetr bougl-rt fbr the clocttlr's resiclcucc

,/ wc ha\lc a rncclical ci6ctor cmployed in tl"re health centrc

,/ Wc lrarc just boLrght a porverlirl generator stil l to bc installed

'/ Au ttltrasouncl uachine hats becn bor"rght

AWAI ' f lNG PI iOJLTCI S
/, Purchase o1'a courptttct' and printcr

/ C'ottstrr,rclion ol'atr opt-l'alil lg fool-n

/ (ion-rplction o1'rcpairs in tirc licalth centre ancl staff cluartel'

r  I lLr-ving ol 'bccl  Paus
/ Acclr,riring an trutoclar,e machiue 1br stcrilizing ecluipurent

r l )urchatsc o1'a clr i l l ing urachine lbr ' loot i r  l i l l ing

5 )



(r) POSSl l l l - l r  PI tOl l l - t rMS OF l ' l l l i  I IhAI- ] l t  C l lNl ' l {E
* Lacli  o1'aclccluatc spacc ancl land
* Many unpaid bi l ls
.i. l-irnitcd finarnces fbr the purchase of tire importernt material ancl cquipment

and dmgs in the health centre
* Debt to bc paid l'or certain eqr-ripn-rent got lilie the ultrasound rnachir-rc
* f lonstruction of thc small opcrating roonr cluc to l imitcd rcsourccs.

1inanccs
* [) i l ' l icLrlty to purchase a clr i l l ing machinc lbr tooth l i l l ing
.:' I{elcrral hospital is 1är liom the health cenlre
.l  Constmction of an incincrator

OUI{ BENETIACl'ORS
Ann lllise Keen. Kate lnynam and Karine I{ouse I liorn thc l-lniteci Kingclorn and
I(ristcl Acrt ll 'onr Belgium sr-rpportccl us to havc sonrc instrunrents. We lhercfbre
prcsenl to them our sinccrc arrcl hcart l-clt  thanks fbr thcir gcnerosit5.
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